
Graduate 
Level 
Assessment 



Historically, many grad programs are based on an 
apprenticeship model and transferability of skills from one 
institution to another.

Authentic experiences and assessments → scaffolded 
engagement and contributions to the field.

How can you assess for authentic 
experiences and/or skill development in 

the field? 
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Graduate SLO Content Areas
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Measures of student success

Most graduate level assessment measures utilize 
summative assessment tools over formative. 

UNM graduate programs utilize overarching 
performance ratings such as milestone completion and 
grades/GPA rather than measuring SLOs as isolated 
student behaviors.

What are the metrics to measure this student 
success? How do you know your students have 
reached the level of learning you expect?
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Graduate Level Assessment Revisions

None 32 39%

Change measures 14 17%

Revise current assessment plan 10 12%

TBD 5 6%
Develop shared SLOs across 
courses 4 5%

SLO revisions 4 5%

Will review assessment process 4 5%
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Assessment Best Practices
METACOGNITION PEER ASSESSMENT STUDENT INVOLVEMENT



Independent student 

work/research: How 

are students involved in 

this and what are their 

indicators for success?

What are some 

reflective practices 

you direct your 

students to do?

What do you want from 

UNM regarding graduate 

level assessment? How 

can we best value it and 

best utilize it?

Graduate Assessment 



Resources

VALUE rubrics are open educational resources (OER) that enable educators to assess students’ original work. 

AAC&U offers a proven methodology for applying the VALUE rubrics to evaluate student performance reliably and 

verifiably across sixteen broad, cross-cutting learning outcomes.

https://www.aacu.org/initiatives/value-initiative/value-rubrics

Assignment Charettes: Workshops for intentionally designing assignments

https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/assignment-charrette/#1549481918909-e3d089cb-5051

Charette case study: https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/WashingtonStateUniversityExample.pdf

Curriculum Mapping

https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/curriculum-mapping/#1549481688617-4ad00ac5-d527

Mapping toolkit: https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/MappingLearning.pdf

https://www.aacu.org/initiatives/value-initiative/value-rubrics
https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/assignment-charrette/#1549481918909-e3d089cb-5051
https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/WashingtonStateUniversityExample.pdf
https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/WashingtonStateUniversityExample.pdf
https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/ourwork/curriculum-mapping/#1549481688617-4ad00ac5-d527
https://www.learningoutcomesassessment.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/MappingLearning.pdf


Curriculum improvement resources



Thank You

mailto:assess@unm.edu
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